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Did you know that the 
Department of Trans-
por t at ion ( DO T ) 

Code of Federal Regulations 
(49 CFR 172.802) requires all 
propane marketers that trans-
port hazmat to have a written 
security plan?

A DOT security plan is 
critical in evaluating security 
risks, preventing unauthor-
ized access and ensuring that 
your employees are properly 
trained to take action in the 
event of a security breach.

Q: Who is required to have a DOT  
security plan?
A: Companies that operate propane 
cargo tank motor vehicles with a water 
capacity greater than 792 gallons (like 
a bobtail) must have a written security 
plan to meet specific DOT regulations. 
So, if you are a propane marketer, you 
most likely need a security plan.

Q: Are there training requirements for 
DOT security plans?
A: Yes. All employees who perform 
tasks subject to hazardous materials 
regulations are required to complete 
DOT hazmat training. This includes 
customer service representatives, deliv-
ery drivers and service technicians. 
DOT security plan training must be 
completed every three years. 

Q: Does my company’s security plan 
need to be reviewed?
A: Yes. Written DOT security plans 
must be reviewed at least annually 

and revised or updated as necessary to 
reflect changing circumstances. 

Q: I am not sure if I have a security plan 
or that the plan I have is up to date. What 
can I do?
A: Reach out to a safety professional 
to get started on your DOT security 
plan. If you already have one in place, 
it is a good idea to have it reviewed by 
a safety professional. They can assess 
your plan, identify any areas that 
require updates or revisions and con-
duct required security plan training 
with your employees.

Having a written plan is crucial to 
meeting important DOT requirements. 
Your security plan will help to promote 
a safe work environment, avoid costly 
fines and protect your company from 

risk or litigation. LPG
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Designing a DOT 
security plan
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If you operate a bobtail, or any cargo tank motor vehicle 
with a water capacity of greater than 792 gallons, you 
must have a written DOT security plan. 

Jerry Schimmel is the vice 
president of P3 Propane Safety 
and P3 Duty to Warn. He can be 
reached at jerry_schimmel@
p3propanesafety.com.

2020 NFPA 58 
REQUIRES FACE 
SEAL INSPECTION

The 2020 NFPA 58: Liquefied 
Petroleum Gas Code will require 
propane marketers to inspect the 

face seal on overfill protection device 
(OPD) valves, effective January 2020. 

The 2020 edition of NFPA 58, section 
7.2.2.7, says, “Prior to filling a cylinder, the 
face seal on CGA 791 and 793 connections 
shall be visually inspected for defects.” 
Defects include racking, gouging, tearing, 
roping, etc. If a defect on the face seal 
is found, the cylinder must not be filled. 
Inspections must be made prior to filling 
a cylinder, the Propane Education & 
Research Council (PERC) explains. 

Dispensing propane into a cylinder 
with a damaged face seal, PERC says, 
may cause connection leaks, property 
damage or personal industry. A cylinder 
with a damaged face seal is also a 
potential source of leakage to a customer 
who connects it to an appliance.  

If a cylinder is found to have any 
damage to this valve, PERC advises 
the owner to remove the cylinder from 
service. 

PERC has released a face seal 
inspection guide that includes examples 
of 20-pound cylinders with OPD valves 
and face seals in good condition and 
photos of ones that are damaged. 

This is a 20-pound cylinder with an 
OPD valve and face seal that is in good 
condition. 


